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Guidelines For Working with the 501st Legion

·     We are a fan-based Star Wars Costuming group. 

·     Our members are worldwide. 

·     We’re happy to add color and ambiance to your event. 

WHAT IS THE 501ST ?

The 501st Legion is the largest Star Wars fan-based costuming group in the world. We have male and female members in nearly every state and in more than two dozen countries. We describe ourselves as:

 “a not-for-profit club formed for the express purpose of bringing together costume enthusiasts and giving them a collective identity within which to operate. The Legion's aims are to celebrate the Star Wars movies through the wearing of costumes, to promote the quality and improvement of costumes and props, and most importantly to contribute to the local community through charity and volunteer work.” 

Our members wear not only every variety of Stormtrooper costume, but also that of Biker Scouts, Darth Vader, Bounty Hunters, Imperial officers, and more.  

WHERE ARE WE?

Just about every state, D.C. and Puerto Rico. And:

Argentina

Australia

Belgium

Brazil

Canada

Chile

Croatia

Denmark

Finland

France

Germany

Holland

Iceland

Israel

Italy

Japan

Korea

Monaco

New Zealand

Norway

Poland

Romania

Singapore

Sweden

Switzerland

UAE

United Kingdom

WHAT’S OR RELATIONSHIP WITH LUCASFILM?


Starting around the time of Episode I, we and Lucasfilm made contact and together set guidelines on acceptable conduct, such as no merchandise sold for profit, what kinds of events were acceptable,  etc.  The relationship has strengthened as LFL, licensees, and partners have used our members to add color to events; we have also helped with things such as line control at major conventions, charity work, marketing events and celebrity escorts.

WHAT CAN—AND CAN’T—THE 501st DO?


The Legion members are working men and women who do this for fun.  They are eager to help add color to events, and love being “part of the family.”  But they are not actors and shouldn’t be asked to stage extensive scenes or other heavily choreographed action. Most work during the week, and while many can take time off to do an event, they need as much advance notice as possible.  While it is sometimes possible to muster 15, 20 or more members in large cities, usually the numbers for a weekday event will be far less.


About 20 minutes to a half hour is the maximum amount of time a trooper—or any other helmeted or masked character—should be masked without a break.  Breaks normally consist of the masked character being able to go somewhere out of sight (in order to remove their helmet/mask, drink water and/or take a “quick breather”).  “Open faced” costumes, such as Imperial Officers, Death Star Troopers and technicians can be available for longer periods.  For larger/longer events, a 2 hour shift (with breaks interspersed every 30 minutes) is pretty much the maximum a fully enclosed character can handle. Each event will have a 501st coordinator, and he or she will know the drill.


There must be a lockable or guarded break room near the event for the Legion members to change and store their paraphernalia. If your event lasts for several hours or is over a meal, snacks, water, and soft drinks should be provided in the break room, or the members should be invited to share in the meal. Please note that the costumes and their shipping containers do take a large amount of room.  In general a good rule of thumb would be one (1) 2’ x 6’ or 2’ x 8’ table with chairs for every 3 to 4 characters who need to work the event.  Also due to restricted mobility, most “Stormtroopers” can not sit down in their costumes.  The tables give them something to lean/rest against and also somewhere to store their cases/personal goods out of the way.  “Bar stools” are an excellent seat for Stormtroopers if they are available.


While Legion members do not and should not take money for doing an event, if you need them to travel a distance their expenses should be discussed in advance and normally reimbursed.  A small gift or token of your thanks is a nice gesture.


Special service—such as asking the Legion to develop new costumes—is not something we encourage and needs to be cleared in advance by Lucasfilm.


Before every event, each legion member should sign a Lucasfilm-supplied Non Disclosure Agreement.  These should be collected and sent back to Lucasfilm. This is a reminder to the 501st members that anything they see or hear is strictly confidential. 

WHAT DO WE WANT YOU TO KNOW?

1) A great number of business events are held during the daytime and during the workweek. Weekday events often mean that those who participate have to use personal vacation days.  Events that take place later in the day or, better yet, in the evening, allow Legion members to only use 1/2 day of vacation or perhaps no vacation time to participate. Weekend events are the best if a Licensee wants a larger turnout.  

2) The more “lead time,” the bigger the turnout. Production companies  need to know that we are all volunteers and not SAG or Equity members or Extras.  Radical changes in call times, daytime rehearsals, etc., all put extra stress on Legion members.  
3) If we say that “we can probably get 10, 20, 30 folks” (based on previous experience doing similar events), external production companies need to stick to the number we initially state.  

4) The more varied the costume request, the better chance we have of “hitting our numbers.”  While the largest percentage of costumes we have are stormtroopers, we also have large amounts of Sandtroopers, Biker Scouts, Imperial Officers, Technicians, etc.  So while having a good core of “white armor” at an event may have the biggest visual impact, a smattering of Officers and Technicians add a certain ambiance and also give us “helpers” who can bend down, pick stuff up, watch our backs, warn us about potential collisions, etc.  
5) We sometimes have folks who run with the ball before they should.  By contacting the Lucasfilm central representative first, who will then be in touch with the 501st “Command Staff,” it makes for a quicker approval and then a then hand-off of the event to the local chapter/Garrison to coordinate.  
